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Cuba: First Salvos In "electronic Transmission War" With
U.S.
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, March 29, 1990
March 23: Cuban armed Forces commander-in-chief Ulises Rosales del Toro warned that Cuba is
prepared to respond to the US government-financed TV Marti with a "war of electronic signals."
He said the government's electronic retaliation could affect air traffic in the US Atlantic coastal
area and in the Caribbean, and the Pentagon's radio communications throughout the eastern US.
A speech by Cuban President Fidel Castro overrode broadcasts on at least six AM radio stations
in southern Florida. FCC officials said Cuba had a one-million-watt transmitter and two 500,000watt transmitters which could easily play havoc with AM radio signals all the way to Canada, to the
north, and Utah, to the west. William Hassinger, spokesperson for the FCC, confirmed that Cuban
reprisals could affect radio transmissions in 30 states. March 27: TV Marti began test transmissions
to Cuba at 1:30 a.m. EST. AP quoted a Voice of America official who requested anonymity as saying
that Cuba jammed the signal 38 minutes after it began. The official said the signal was clearly visible
on Channel 13 in the Havana area until the interference commenced. According to the Voice of
America source, at 3:45 a.m. EST TV Marti switched from the test pattern to baseball highlights and
musical programming but these signals were also jammed. The signal was sent from a transmitter
placed aboard a balloon 10,000 feet above Cudjoe Key off the south Florida Coast. After the testing,
the Bush administration is supposed to make a legal and technical evaluation of the operation within
three months. According to legislation, if the operation is judged viable on both legal and technical
criteria within three months, formal programming would begin for a two-year period. The funds,
about $320 million have already been appropriated. Later in the day, Cuban officials confirmed
having jammed the TV signal, but for 10 minutes at the beginning of the transmission. Xinhua
reported that earlier this month Ernesto Bethancourt resigned as director of Radio Marti, established
in 1985 for the purpose of broadcasting to Cuba. In a letter to the US Information Agency director,
Bethancourt said he had decided to resign because Cuban exiles in Florida had attempted to control
both Radio Marti and TV Marti. He added that he was opposed to TV Marti since it "may not be
feasible to find a legal way to broadcast a TV signal to Cuba." (Basic data from Notimex, 03/23/90,
03/27/90; Xinhua, AP, 03/27/90; AFP, 03/24/90)
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